
Susquehannock Students Take the Challenge
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t Students at Susquehannock High School recently 
accepted a challenge to help start a chain reac-
tion of kindness and compassion, while helping 
to stop the potential for violence at their school.

As part of the Rachel’s Challenge program, students 
heard the story of Rachel Joy Scott, the fi rst person 
killed in the Columbine High School tragedy, April 
20, 1999. Not long after her death, Rachel’s family 
members began challenging young people around 
the country to create a chain reaction of kindness 
in their own communities.

Th e Rachel’s Challenge movement is intended to 
create a ripple eff ect to anyone who accepts the 
challenge. Th e program stems from a paper Rachel 
wrote just six weeks before the shooting. In her 
paper she said, “I have this theory that if one per-
son can go out of their way to show compassion, 
then it will start a chain reaction of the same.”

Students attended assemblies, where presenter 
Cody Hodges featured audio and video footage 
about Rachel’s life. Following the assembly pro-
gram, students were asked to accept Rachel’s Chal-
lenge and sign a banner that is now on display in 
the school. 

Tax Information
See Pages 2 and 3

In addition, students were invited to take part in a 
leadership training workshop. About 250 students 
participated in the workshop.

“Th e workshop was great,” Sidle said. “Cody gave 
us lots of great ideas on starting and maintaining a 
Friends of Rachel’s Club.”  

In the evening, a separate program was presented to 
parents and community members.

School Programs Obtain Character Awards
Susquehannock High School was one of 200 
schools from the United States,  Mexico, Puerto 
Rico, and Brazil, to receive awards this year for 
Promising Practices in character education.  Th e 
awards were given for its Link Crew Program 
and for Replacing In-School Suspension with 
Community Service, at the National Schools of 
Character awards program, in Washington, D.C. 

As part of the awards program, the Character Edu-
cation Partnership (CEP) gives annual Promising 
Practices awards to schools and school districts in 
the U.S. and elsewhere for implementing unique 
and specifi c strategies in character education.  

“We were the only high school in the state to 
receive a Promising Practice award,” Assis-
tant Principal Robert Bryson said. “Further-
more, we were one of only four (schools) in the 
nation to receive two Promising Practice awards.”

Link Crew leaders for the 2009-10 school year began training 
during the summer. Th is is the third year for the program.

Hundreds of students and staff  accepted Rachel’s Challenge by 
signing a banner that is now on display in the high school.
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BOARD MEETINGS
The Southern York County School District Board 
of Education holds meetings on the third Thurs-
day of January, February, March, April, May, 
June, July, August, September, October, and 
November; and the fi rst Thursday of Decem-
ber. Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held 
at 7 p.m. in the Conference Room of the District
Administration building.  Meetings are also tele-
vised live via Comcast’s Cable TV Channel 99.

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that pro-
motes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of its activi-
ties, programs, employment policies or practices as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1974, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Employees and participants who have an inquiry or 
complaint of harassment or discrimination, or who 
need information about accommodations for per-
sons with disabilities, should contact the offi ce of 
the Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Southern 
York County School District, P.O. Box 128, Glen 
Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
PUBLICATION

The Southern Way is published four times a year—
September/October, January/February, April, and 
May/June through the Publications and Public In-
formation offi ce of our district.  

WEB SITE
www.syc.k12.pa.us
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Possible Tax Reduction for 
Homeowners

Th e 2008-2009 tax year was the fi rst year that homeowners were eligible for 
property tax relief through the Property Tax Relief Fund as part of Act 1 of 2006.  
Each year by May 1st, the State Secretary of the Budget must certify if there are 
enough funds to provide homeowners with property tax relief. Th ere is a possibility 
that there may be enough money in the Property Tax Relief Fund for the 2010-
2011 tax year, that begins on July 1, 2010, to off er this relief for a third year. 

In order for a homeowner to receive this tax reduction, which comes in the form 
of a homestead/farmstead assessment reduction, the homeowner must have 
an approved homestead/farmstead application on fi le with the York County 
Assessment Offi  ce.  In December 2009, as required under Act 1, the District 
sent out homestead/farmstead applications to any residential property that was 
not currently approved as a homestead/farmstead.  If you received one of these 
applications it needs to be completed and returned to the county by March 1, 
2010 to determine if your property is an eligible homestead/farmstead property.  
Unfortunately, per the Act, properties acquired after the March 1st deadline must 
wait until the following year to qualify for a homestead or farmstead exclusion.

Th e county assessor must notify the property owner of the approval or denial of 
the exclusion within 30 days after the receipt of the application.

If you have submitted an application in the past, received an approval for your 
property, and your primary residence has not changed, that approval is still good.  
If you did not receive an application and/or approval notifi cation and are unsure 
whether your property is on the approved list of homestead/farmsteads, you may 
check by:

Accessing the Web site, via www.syc.k12.pa.us. Click on “Tax Information,” 
under Tax Offi  ce - left hand side, click on Homestead/Farmstead Information.  
Th ere is a link to put in your property information to check to see if your prop-
erty has been approved.

Calling 235-4811, extension 7300 for the district tax offi  ce.  We can check the 
records from the county to see if the property is listed as approved.

Calling 771-9232 for the York County Assessment Offi  ce. Please have your 
property parcel number ready when you call.

•

•

•

Act 1 Index and the 2010-11 Budget
Section 311(d)(1) of Act 1 permits a school district to elect to adopt a resolution 
indicating it will not raise the rate of any tax for the support of public schools for 
the following fi scal year by more than its index. Upon approval of the resolution, 
the school district can then follow a traditional budget development process and 
forego the accelerated Act 1 time line.  

Th e Southern York County School District is happy to announce that the Board 
passed a resolution December 3, 2009 not to raise property taxes more than the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education index for the 2010-11 fi scal year. Th e 
Board of Education is committed to delivering a tax increase at or below the 3.5% 
index, established by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. It should be 
noted, however, that the percentage increase has not yet been determined. Th e 
preliminary budget for the District is expected to be approved by the Board of 
Education at the April 15, 2010 Board meeting. Th e fi nal budget is expected to be 
approved by the Board of Education at its regularly scheduled meeting of Th urs-
day, May 20, 2010. Following the April Board meeting, the preliminary budget will 
be available for review on the District’s Web site and also available at the District 
Administration building.



3

Th e Southern York County School District is pleased to 
announce that 2009-2010 is the fourth year of the Prop-
erty Tax Rebate Program.  In its fi rst three years, this 
program was very successful in helping eligible senior 
and disabled citizens by rebating up to $500 of prop-
erty taxes paid.  To qualify for the program, you must be:

65 years or older, widow or widower (50 or older), or 
permanently disabled; and

Own and occupy your home in the Southern York 
County School District; and

Your total eligible annual household income, includ-
ing the income that your spouse and/or any other 
household resident(s) earned and received while 
living with you is $25,000 or less, which excludes 
one-half of Social Security benefi ts, supplemental 
Social Security benefi ts, supplemental Social Secu-

•

•

•

rity income, and Tier 1 Railroad Retirement benefi ts; and

Your 2009-10 tax bill must have been paid by December 
31, 2009.

Applications are available at the Southern York County 
School District Administration Building, the South-Central 
York County Senior Center, or can be downloaded from the 
Southern York County School District’s Web site (www.syc.
k12.pa.us - click on “Tax Information,” under Tax Offi  ce - left 
hand side, click on “Senior Citizen Tax Relief”). For questions 
and/or assistance, call the school district at 235-4811, exten-
sion 7300.  We will be happy to help you complete the form 
by appointment.  Assistance in completing this form is also 
provided by the South-Central York County Senior Center.  
Th e Center off ers assistance every Friday, from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. in February and March, and by appointment (235-6060).  

Th e deadline for fi ling the rebate form is May 15, 2010.

•

Marching Band 
Wins Championship

Congratulations to the Susquehannock High 
School Marching Band on its win in the 2009 
United States Scholastic Band Association 
(USSBA) for the Group 2 Open Class, at North 
Penn High School. Th is year’s show was titled, 
“Force Field,” and featured more than 50 per-
cent new band members.

Local Taxes Remain Low in Southern York County 
Th e Southern York County School District is proud that it is able to maintain a strong, rigorous educational program with one of the 
lowest real estate tax rates in the County.  Real estate tax millage rate is only one way to determine the level of taxation at the local level.

Another way of determining the level of taxation is called equalized mills. Equalized mills is usually used to provide a realistic 
comparison of actual local tax eff orts across school districts.

Equalized mills is a standardized millage, calculated by dividing a school district’s total local taxes collected and remitted by its 
total market value, as certifi ed by the Pennsylvania State Tax Equalization Board.  Equalized mills takes into consideration all taxes 
collected by the district and the district’s market value.  Th e Southern York County School District also had the next to lowest 
equalized mills in York County for the 2007-08 fi scal year.  (Th is is the most current data available.)  

In preparing the budget for the 2010-11 fi scal year, it is the responsibility of the Board of Education and Administrative team to 
deliver a budget that considers both the students and the citizens of the Southern York County School District.  Please contact the 
District if you have any questions.

Senior Citizens May be Eligible for Tax Relief



Musical Achievements

Middle School Song Fest:  Back row (left to right) – Emma Fletcher, Haley 
Jacque, Jenni Ferg, Kyle Beam, Lauren Bupp, Jimmy Sergent, and choir 
director, Judy   Hanson;  front row – Bryna Mullins, Jessica Rose, and Abbey        
Barnhart.

PMEA Regional Choir: High school senior, Siona Dubs (Alto II) was selected 
by audition to participate in the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association 
(PMEA) Regional Choir. Th e festival will be held March 12 and 13, 2010, at 
Central Dauphin East High School. Dubs performed in the District 7 Choir in 
January, where she was also chosen by audition.

Middle School Sweet Soundsations: Back Row (left to right) – Allison 
Moltz, Sarah Schertle, Zoe Karpouzie, Kara Williams, Amber Arendt, Alex 
Wilson, and Whitney Prochownik; front row – Alexis Anelli, Lynn Trumpower, 
Carly Deter, and Mollie Larum

Middle School Boyz Noyz: Back row (left to right) – Brian Miller, Bryce 
Schoedel, and Noah Day; front row – Anthony Stem and Tyler Wells

Students Organize Help for Haitian Earthquake Victims 
Middle and high school students recently organized campaigns to collect money and clothing for the victims of the earthquake in Haiti. 
Students at Susquehannock High School collected “change” which was donated to the Doctors without Borders. Doctors without Borders/
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), is an international medical humanitarian organization, created in France in 1971, by doctors and jour-
nalists. MSF provides assistance to people in more than 60 countries whose survival is threatened by violence, neglect, or catastrophe. 

Students set a goal to raise nearly $3,000 with their donations of loose change. Staff  also participated in two Jean Days. By donating 
$5 each, staff  members wore jeans for the day. Students collected a total of $2,340.03.  

In addition, Southern Middle school coordinated a clothing drive for the earthquake victims, as students and staff  donated various 
articles of clothing. Th e school sent 20 boxes (80-100 bags) of clothes to Haiti, said Southern Middle School Teacher Bill Terney, who 
also coordinated the program. “It went really well. We sent the rest of the clothes to the Salvation Army and the York Rescue Mission,” 
he said.
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Athletic Achievements

Fall
Sports
Review

Pictured, at left: Front (left to right) – Kate 
Sauter, Liz Wagner, Sam Carberry, and Abby 
Wagner; Middle row – Jess Franz, Dakota 
Conner, Trey Chilcoat, and Zach Speights; 
Back row  – Dylan Keil, James Weger, James 
Spearman, Nick Amberman, Osaji Obi, and 
Jordyn Malone

Outstanding Athletes

All-Star Teams
Congratulations to the following Susquehannock High School 
students who were named to the Coaches’ YAIAA All-Star 
Teams:

James Weger ................................................................. Football
Osaji Obi ....................................................................... Football
Dylan Keil ......................................................... Girls’ Volleyball
Jordyn Malone ................................................. Girls’ Volleyball
Jess Franz ......................................................... Girls’ Volleyball
Nick Amberman .....................................................Boys’ Soccer
Trey Chilcoat ..........................................................Boys’ Soccer
Dakota Conner .......................................................Boys’ Soccer
James Spearman ....................................................Boys’ Soccer
Samantha Carberry ...............................................Field Hockey
Kate Sauter ............................................................Field Hockey
Abby Wagner .........................................................Field Hockey
Zach Speights ...................................................................... Golf
Liz Wagner ............................................................. Girls’ Tennis

Outstanding Teams &
Outstanding Athletes

Boys’ Soccer:
YAIAA League Champion

Nick Amberman ........................Boys’ Soccer Player of the Year,
 All State

Girls’ Volleyball:
YAIAA League Champion
PIAA District III AA Champion

Jess Franz ............................Girls’ Volleyball Player of the Year, 
District III First Team, All State

Dylan Keil .....................Girls’ Volleyball District III First Team, 
All State

Jordyn Malone .............Girls’ Volleyball District III First Team, 
All State

Field Hockey:

Kate Sauter ............................... Field Hockey Player of the Year

Boys Cross Country:
YAIAA Division II Sportsmanship Award

Coming Soon... 

Susquehannock High School Theatre Presents

 Fiddler on the Roof
April 16-18, 2010, Richard D. Hupper Auditorium

Susquehannock High School

3280 Fissels Church Road

Glen Rock, Pa 17327
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Artists Bring Song and Dance 
to Shrewsbury Elementary

For Mary Alice and Peter Amidon, teaching and performing 
music and dance have been a way of life for more than 30 
years. Th is husband and wife duo participated in the Artist in 
Residence program at Shrewsbury Elementary school this past  
fall. Students in all grade levels sang, danced and performed 
interactive songs at school.  

Th e three-day program culminated with a community dance 
festival in the evening, as students partnered with their family 
members and learned various songs and dances.

From pretending to swim like fi sh during a song, or mov-
ing together in circles and square dancing, the Amidons 
played instruments, shouted commands and directed stu-
dents to follow their lead. Each activity was geared to a spe-
cifi c grade level of the students. Th eir music consisted of a 
combination of traditional dance, storytelling and songs.

Former music teachers, the couple has toured the country for 
about 20 years, providing music teacher workshops and free-
lance storytelling. Th roughout the Northeast, they provide the 
Artist in Residence programs and school assembly concerts, 
Peter Amidon said.

“Life is very diverse,” Mary Alice Amidon said.

School Calendar — February through April
Friday, February 12*  .............................................................................................................................Presidents’ Holiday - No School

Monday, February 15  ............................................................................................................................Presidents’ Holiday - No School

Friday, March 5  ............................................................................................................................................................... Early Dismissal 

Friday and Monday, March 19* & 22*   ............................................................................................................Spring Break - No School

Friday and Monday, April 2 & 5* .................................................................................................................. Spring Holiday - No School

Friday, April 9  .................................................................................................................................................................. Early Dismissal

* Days lost due to inclement weather or for other reasons will be made up in the following order:

Feb. 12, March 19, 22, and April 5

Shrewsbury Music Teacher Melinda Lauer said she fi rst 
worked with the Amidons at a music teacher workshop in 
2000, and later participated in a graduate class with them. 

“I have been using their materials ever since,” she said. “Th ey 
transformed the way I have looked at sharing my love for music 
and the fi ne arts.”

Th e Amidons have released several albums of songs for children 
and adults. Th ey are also founding members of the New Eng-
land Dancing Masters – publishers of recordings and books of 
traditional dance for children and community dance leaders. 

Mary Alice Amidon performs a song and calls out directions to a group of fi rst  
graders.


